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August 16. 1974 

The Honorable W. AA. .Ntleon, Superintendent 
Lomberton Independent School Dirtricr 
P. 0. BQI 123 Open Rtcordo Decirion 
Lumberton, Texar 77656 No. 42 

Mr. Will& H. Bingham 
Attorney for the Au&in Inde#endent School 
District 
McGinnis, Lochridge and Kilgort 
5th Floor, Texar Strk Bank Bldg. 
900 Congrarr Avenue 
Audin, ~Texse 78701 

Gentlemerr: 

Re: AcceerCMlity of 
etude& rtcordr to 
the public and fo 
divorced, parenta 

Pursuant Lo Section f(a) of the Gpen Record8 Act. Article 6252-17a. 
V. T. C. S., each of you bar requtated our decieion concerning the acces- 
eibiiity of l tudeht rtcordr. We do not dircurr whether they art avail- 
able otherwire than under the Open Rtcordr Act. 

Student rtcordr art excepted from dieclorurt under the Act by 
Sec. 3(a)(l4) which uctpte: 

. . . &dent record8 at educational inrtitutionr funded 
wholly, or in part,by rtak revenue; b ut l uch record8 
&all be made available upon request of educational 
inrthtlon ptrsouuel, tit rtudent involved, or that 
rtudent’a paront, legal guardian or rpourt. 

Superintendent Neleon arka whbther the defendant in a criminal caet 
may obtain the rtudene recordr of tht victim whom he im alleged to have 
shot. It te our de&ion that the rtcorde rtquerted sre clearly excepted 
and art not required to be disclosed under he Open Recordr Act. 
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Superintendent Ntlron’r rtcond quertion and Mr. Bingham’8 
inquiry art directed to the meaning of “parent” as ured in Art. 
6252-l’la, V. T. C. S., Sec. 3(a)(l4), abovt quoted. In the Lumberton 
requert the 8tudent’r parent8 are divorced and the father ha8 been 
granted full custody, i. a., managing conrtrvatorrhip, of the child. 
Sec. 14.02, Family Code, V. T. C.S. The mother ha8 rtquerted 
l ccttt under the Open Record8 Act to the student’s record8 for uat 
iaahtaringto change curtody. 

In the Aurtin cast it appears that the mother wa8 granted full 
curtody at the time of tbt divorce but that rinct then the father ha8 
obtiintd phyrical curtody of the child and ha8 been granted temporary 
conrtrvator8hip, Sec. ll. 11, Family Code, V. T. C. S. The question 
pored under the wn Record8 Act is the fathtr’r right in tbt8e cir- 
cum8tance8 to acctta to his child’8 rtudtnt ‘records. 

Section 3(a)(14) of the Open Record8 Act rpeak8 of the “parent”. 
“Ptrent” ir defined in Sec. 11.01 of the Family Code. V. T. C.S., as: 

[T)he mother, a man a8 to whom the child i8 
legitimate, or an adoptive mother or father, but 
dota not include a parent a8 to whom the partnt- 
child rtlationrhip hat been terminated. 

Termination of the parent-child rtlationrhip ir the rubject of Chapter 
15 of the Code. 

The mere fact that divorce ha8 been decreed and that one parent ha8 
ken appointed curtodian under Section8 14.01 and 14.02(a) of the Family 
Code doer sot exclude the other from hi8 or her statam as a parent or 
from having some of the rlghtr, priviltgt8, duties, 8nd power8 of a full 
parent. See, Sectlon8.14. 02(a), 14.04, 11.11, and 12.04. Family Code, 
V. T. C.S. Therefore, ab8tk a cour’t order ttrininating the parent- 
child relationship, we mu8t conclude that even divorced parents who art 
not managing conrtrvatorr have the right of acce8n to their child’8 
student rtcord8. 
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If the Austin and Lumberton School Mstricts are SatiSfied that the 
requesting parent’s parental right8 have not been terminated under 
Chapter 15 of the Family Code, then they may disclose the records 
here involved to the requesting parent, whether he or she has custody 
or has been appointed managing conservator. 

Very truly yours, 

Attorney General of 
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DAVID M. KENDALL, Chairman 
Opinion Committee 
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